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Agencies expand partnership, reach of South Floridians to help rebuild after Haiti quake

Expanded World Vision/Operation Hope for Haiti Partnership will connect South Floridians to rebuilding, not just relief

MIAMI, January 21, 2010 – Richard Stearns, president of Christian international humanitarian agency World Vision will announce today, the expansion of a partnership with local volunteer network Operation Hope for Haiti.  The two groups, have partnered for two years to bring development to rural Haitian communities will expand their efforts to bring relief and rebuilding to Port-au-Prince, which was devastated by last week’s 7.0 magnitude earthquake.

“These kinds of local/global partnerships are ideal,” said Julie Grimes, chairperson for Operation Hope for Haiti. “The South Florida community is ideally placed to partner with Haiti.  To have our local businesses connected to a well-established global organization with decades of presence in Haiti only strengthens the power of South Florida’s generosity.”

Stearns will arrive tomorrow in Miami after being on the ground in Haiti.  He will be available to press for interviews at noon from Opa-Locka Airport. Information on the availability is below:

Date:
  January 22, 2010

Time:
  Noon

Location: Opa-Locka Airport:

        
  15001 NW 42nd Avenue

  Miami Executive Aviation Terminal

  (Ask for Madora Monaghan)

World Vision has done community development work in Haiti since 1978, and launched a full-scale relief effort in Port-au-Prince within hours of last week’s earthquake.  Currently, the organization is distributing food, shelter supplies, water containers, cooking kits, hygiene supplies and blankets to those displaced by the crisis.  In addition, World Vision is providing safe and structured play areas for children separated from their families by the quake to protect them from abuse and exploitation.

Operation Hope for Haiti has provided World Vision with almost $300,000 of financial support for relief efforts, food aid, in-kind donations, child sponsorships and special projects in the Central Plateau of Haiti.  Since 2008, these resources have been used to assist with disaster relief and long-term flood reduction in Hinche, the capital city of this rural area, which was devastated by four consecutive hurricanes.

“We’re thrilled to be able to expand the work we’re doing with World Vision beyond the communities where we will continue to work and into the quake-affected area,” said Grimes.

“World Vision has planned the first phase of its response,” said Lisa Torres, World Vision’s Area Director in South Florida.  “But that’s only the beginning.  We will be working along side the quake survivors rebuilding their communities for as long as it takes.  We’re counting on South Florida, as Haiti’s closest American neighbor, to partner with us to build back a better Port-au-Prince and other affected areas.”

World Vision announced last week that its United States office hopes to raise at least $25 million to fund the relief and rebuilding efforts in Haiti.  To date, Americans have donated $15.8 million in cash and another $3.25 million in corporate product donations for the relief and rebuilding effort.

Some of those donations will support the efforts of World Vision’s new warehouse in Miami, which will serve as a logistics bridge between Miami and Haiti.  The warehouse, which opened this month, will store supplies like medical supplies, tents, and blankets to be used in the relief response as well as supplies for long-term development work in Haiti.

Sunday, the South Florida community will have an opportunity to join Operation Hope for Haiti and World Vision at an event hosted by Bongos Cuban Café.  Owner Emilio Estefan is providing food and entertainment to benefit the partnership’s relief and rebuilding efforts in Haiti.  The event is open to the public and is limited to 800 attendees.  The cost is a $100 minimum donation.

Donations to World Vision’s Haiti Quake Response can be made by calling 888-56-CHILD, at www.worldvision.org, or by texting the word “GIVE” to 20222.
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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families and their communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. For more information, please visit www.worldvision.org/press
