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We’re excited to have you join our
worldwide family of Child Sponsors!
You are now one of more than a 
million people around the world 
committed to changing the life of a
child through World Vision sponsorship.

What may seem like a simple relationship with a child 
is really the beginning of something much bigger.
Sponsorship is about bringing God’s love and hope 
to a precious child.

As you begin to learn more about this special child, you
too will be blessed by your newfound friendship.

Welcome to our family, where you are part of a needy
child’s world.You’re a friend to their parents, a valued
helper to their community, and our partner as we work
together to be instruments of God’s love.

Rich Stearns
President

P. S.This little handbook will assist you throughout your
sponsorship. Be sure to keep it handy. Please feel 
free to call us at 1.800.777.5777 with any questions 
or concerns you may have.
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If you wish to tuck something special into the envelope
along with your greeting, please follow these helpful
guidelines:

• Send only flat, inexpensive items that can easily fit 
into a 6" x 9" envelope.

• A few ideas: photos, bookmarks, stamps, or stickers.

• Mail your gift items to the address printed on your
child’s picture folder. Please do not send them to our
World Vision headquarters address in Washington.
Any packages or items sent to our Washington address
will be given to a local charity.

• Be sure to write your child’s name and ID number 
on the lower portion of the back of the envelope,
and write your name and address on the envelope’s
back flap.
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How do I write to my sponsored child?

You may want to get to know your sponsored child
more personally by exchanging letters. Here are a few
helpful tips about corresponding.

When writing your letter, it’s important to consider
your sponsored child’s environment and culture. For
example, it’s best not to write about the things you
own, since your child has very few possessions. Feel
free to share about your family, friends, and interests.
You can always include a colorful postcard or photo,
which your sponsored child will treasure.

Preparing your correspondence:
three easy steps!

1 On the front of your envelope, write World Vision’s
national country office address.This address can be found
below your sponsored child’s photo.

2 On the back of your envelope, write your name and
return address on the flap. Then on the lower portion of
the envelope, write your sponsored child’s name and ID
number. Please do not write the child’s name and ID
number on the front of the envelope.

3 On your letter, write the child’s name and ID number at
the top of the page. Your child will write back via their
local World Vision office; to avoid confusion, please do not
write your address on your letter.

Please do not enclose your monthly pledge gift or any
cash with your correspondence. In some countries it is
actually against the law to possess American money.
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Can I send packages to my
sponsored child?

Unfortunately, no. High import
duties and restrictions by foreign
governments make it necessary for us
to establish a firm policy not to accept
packages. Packages sent to our
Washington address will be given to a local charity.

You can, however, enclose small, flat non-valuable 
items with your letter as long as they fit into
a 6" x 9" envelope.

Several times a year, we will provide 
colorful greetings cards for you to sign
and return to us for delivery to your
sponsored child.These are always a big
hit with the children and the easiest way

to send a surprise to your sponsored child.

You may learn your sponsored child has a
special financial need you can help with.

Perhaps the family needs a bicycle for transportation,
or a new roof for their house. If you wish to make an
additional financial gift beyond your sponsorship, you
can call us at 1.800.777.5777. Your donation will be
used to buy the item in the child’s country, saving 
shipping costs.

Will I be updated on my sponsored 
child’s progress?

Each year you will receive a progress report and 
updated photograph of your sponsored child.This
report will let you know how your gifts are helping
your sponsored child’s schooling, health, and community.

Can I visit my sponsored child?

Yes! To make your visit a success, a member of our field
staff will be glad to act as your guide and interpreter.
We require that you contact us at least four months
prior to your trip so we can make the necessary
arrangements. Please call one of our Customer 
Communication Representatives at 1.800.777.5777.

World Vision Field Office

Address of Office

City, Country
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Will I hear from my 
sponsored child?

You will receive a letter of introduction
from your sponsored child to begin your
new friendship.You will also receive a
Christmas card each year.Your sponsored
child will love to hear from you—and will
write back.

How long will it take for my sponsored
child to respond to letters?

Letter writing is a new experience for any child, and
many children come from oral traditions.You will need
to be patient in waiting for his or her correspondence.
It’s common for a reply to take up to three to four
months. Long distances, remote locations, and inade-
quate postal services can make for slow communica-
tion. In addition, depending on your sponsored child’s
country, translation may be necessary. Feel free to write
again, even if you’ve yet to receive a reply.

If you haven’t heard anything by four
months, please contact us and we’ll look
into it for you.

What if my sponsored child 
is too young to write?

If your sponsored child is unable to write, he or she
will talk to a helper who will write the letter for them.
This might be a teacher, a family member, or one of
World Vision’s staff. In these cases, there should be a
special note on your letter to let you know your 
sponsored child had help in writing the letter.

World Vision Field OfficeAddress of OfficeCity, Country

Child Full Name
Child ID Number

Child Full NameChild ID Number



Ultimately, it is our goal to see these families and 
communities reach a point where they no longer need
outside assistance.Your sponsorship gifts will help
make that possible, bringing about a better life for
your sponsored child, his or her community, and future 
generations as well.

Will my sponsored child learn more 
about God?

We strive to demonstrate God’s love in every part of
our work.As followers of Jesus, our goal is to save
lives, bring hope, and enable children to reach their
God-given potential.

We are thankful and blessed to work in many 
communities where the families we serve are not
Christian.As guests in these communities, we honor
our commitment to abide by the laws of our hosts,
which may prohibit Christian teaching.Wherever
appropriate,World Vision supports biblical teaching 
and often works in partnership with local churches.

How should I pray for my sponsored child?

Your prayers are very important to our work. If your child
lives in a community that prohibits Christian teaching,
please pray that he or she will experience God’s love
through the Christ-like living and caring actions of our
staff. As you learn more about your sponsored child,
you’ll discover specific needs for which you can pray.
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World Vision’s commitment to
protecting sponsored children

World Vision is committed to protecting the security, privacy,
and dignity of the sponsored children. As part of that com-
mitment, we require that you contact your sponsored child
only through World Vision. If you wish to visit your sponsored
child, arrangements must be made through World Vision.

Child profiles are provided for the purpose of sharing 
appropriate information with you, the sponsor, and are not 
for distribution in any other manner. All photographs and
information about your sponsored child are given for your use
only and remain the property of World Vision.World Vision
reserves the right to cancel a sponsorship at any time, for any
reason deemed to be in the best interest of the child.

8

How long will my sponsorship last?

Your sponsorship may last up to several years and
sometimes much longer, depending on the circum-
stances and needs of your sponsored child.The goal of
World Vision sponsorship is to help your sponsored
child and his or her community break the cycle of
poverty so they can look at the future with hope.
When your sponsored child and community meet
these goals,World Vision can move on to serve other
children in need of help. On that joyful day when your
sponsored child no longer needs direct help, you’ll be
given the opportunity to sponsor a different child.

When you sponsor a child, circumstances may arise
that make a child no longer available for sponsorship.
Sometimes a child’s family will move away from the
area where World Vision is working. Or your spon-
sored child may finish school and begin to earn an
income—the start of a new and independent life.

Each child’s situation is unique. No matter how long
your sponsorship lasts, your gift of love is sure to
change your sponsored child’s life forever.

How will my sponsorship help change 
this child’s life?

Child sponsorship is not about handouts. It is about
transforming the lives of children and giving them a
hopeful future full of opportunity.

Through sponsorship, we address the immediate needs
of the children, and we go beyond that. Our experience

has shown that the most effective 
way to create lasting change is to
strengthen the entire community 
in which they live.

Your gifts are combined with gifts
from other sponsors to provide 
the assistance the community needs

most—education, safe water,
medical facilities, agricultural
development, or vocational
training. And your spon-
sored child benefits directly.




