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of children in our project
areas desperately need
someone to help them
become all that God wants
them to be. 

They are the children of
southern Africa, now in
the midst of a severe food
shortage; the orphans of
AIDS victims in Zambia,
Uganda, and Haiti; the
young Brazilians living
along the banks of the
Amazon River, without
medical care. 

They are the children of
Mongolia, taking shelter in
steam vents beneath the
streets to keep warm; and
the children of the Andes

Mountains, suffering from parasites and disease. 
These children all have two things in common:

They are poor through no fault of their own, and they
are precious in God’s sight.

Most of you reading this already sponsor a child
through World Vision, and I thank you. I have the joy
of meeting these children and hugging them on your
behalf as I travel around the world.

As you read the articles in this issue about children
in difficult circumstances, perhaps you could help one
more by asking a friend or family member to sponsor a
child, just as you have. If each of our sponsors found just
one more person to join us, we could help another half
a million kids! Wouldn’t that be something? 

I am almost certain that God smiles each time we
demonstrate his love to a child. And God’s wonderful
promise to us is that we will certainly not lose our
reward: “Whoever welcomes a little child like this in
my name welcomes me” (Matthew 18:5). ■

Belaynesh (child above) and thousands like her are
available to be sponsored. To sponsor a child, visit our Web
site at www.worldvision.org or call (888) 511-6518.
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F rom the  Pres ident | R ichard E . Stearns

WORLD VISION HAS
been giving people the
opportunity to sponsor
children for almost 50
years.  We now work in
nearly 100 countries, and
our goal is a big one: to
tackle the root causes of
poverty so that every child
can realize his or her God-
given potential.

The sheer magnitude of
poverty in our world can
be discouraging and even
overwhelming. Did you
know that 1.2 billion
people live on less than a
dollar a day;  that 1.1 billion
people lack access to clean
water; that 850 million
people are illiterate? One can easily get lost in the sta-
tistics, forgetting that behind the numbers are real chil-
dren with real needs.

That’s why child sponsorship works so well. None
of us can end poverty. None of us can wipe the tears from
every child’s eyes—but each of us can reach out to one
or maybe two. We can comfort one orphan. We can
help one little girl go to school and provide food to
one hungry little boy. We can offer one child a cup of cold
water in Jesus’ name.  

Each time I read the Gospels I’m reminded that
Jesus always had time for people. He was never too
busy to pause and consider the needs of just one. Over
and over again we find him ministering to people with
compassion in very specific ways. 

And Jesus had a special love for children. Angered
that his disciples prevented children from approaching
him, he said, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” (Mark 10:14). We are then told that he
“took the children in his arms, put his hands on them
and blessed them.” 

When World Vision ministers to children around the
world, we do it with the conviction that Jesus does
indeed love children and that he is “not willing that any
of these little ones should be lost” (Matthew 18:14). 

Today the needs are greater than ever. Thousands

“If anyone gives even a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones because 

he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, 
he will certainly not lose his reward.”

MATTHEW 10:42
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g l a d y o u a s k e d

IT’S ONLY NATURAL TO SHARE
the season’s joy with your sponsored child, even though some

sponsored children live in countries that do not
celebrate Christmas. You can still send

small, flat gifts that fit into a 6-by-9 inch
envelope now, or at any time of the
year. Your child will treasure gifts such
as ribbons, bookmarks, picture post-

cards, and stickers. But please do not
send cash. In some countries it is illegal to pos-

sess American currency.
Address your sponsored child’s

gift to the World Vision national
office in his country. (See “How to
Send,”at right.) Our overseas
staff will translate your letters
into your sponsored child’s lan-
guage, then deliver the letter,
translation, and gift to your child. In
some countries, this will mean a trip of
several hours—or days—because of limited transportation or
difficult access to remote places. Your letter and gift will usu-
ally reach your child within a few weeks, bringing many
smiles. (To catch a glimpse of the joy that sponsors bring to chil-
dren, see “Sponsorship: Through a Child’s
Eyes” on page 12.)

Unfortunately, World Vision cannot accept
larger or expensive presents for your sponsored
child. Large packages create many challenges
after they’ve left the United States. For
example, international postal regulations are
complex, and sometimes the recipient must pay
extra fees. Due to manual mail-handling systems,
packages can be easily lost, damaged, or stolen.

A large package is also difficult for a staff
member to carry when delivering it
via bicycle or on foot. And, if one

child in a village receives a large
present when others do not, this could
create tension throughout the commu-
nity. For these reasons, World Vision

requests that you only send small

gifts that fit into 6-by-9-inch envelopes.
It’s not too late to mail a Christmas gift to

your sponsored child. He or she would love to
hear from you now, or at any time of the year, as every

contact says, “I care about you.”

HOW TO SEND
Send letters and small gifts to your sponsored child

through the World Vision office in his or her country—not
through World Vision’s U.S. headquarters. Items received at our

U.S. headquarters cannot be forwarded or returned.
1.Write the national country office

address on the front of the envelope.
(This address is provided on your
“Sponsored Child’s Personal History”
profile. If you’ve misplaced this, please
call World Vision at 888-511-6518 to
obtain the address.) 

2.Write your sponsored child’s name and I.D.
number on the back flap of the envelope.

3.Write your child’s name and I.D. number at the top of your
letter, also. If the letter is separated from the envelope, it will still
quickly reach your sponsored child. ■

Q:Between issues of 
the magazine, how

can I keep updated
about World Vision?

LOOK FOR “WORLD VISION ENEWS,”A NEW
online newsletter, in your e-mail inbox. Each month you’ll
receive the latest news impacting children and families
worldwide, along with photos and powerful stories of lives
changed, thanks to World Vision donors. The first issue
debuted in September. If you haven’t seen “World Vision
eNews” yet, please call toll-free, (888) 511-6518, to begin
receiving the latest information.

l e t t e r s
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?Can I send a present
to my sponsored

child for Christmas

Y61500

Yes, I will help save lives in the escalating 
southern Africa food crisis.
I’ve enclosed my gift of:
" $20 to feed one child for a month        " $40 to feed two children for a month   
" $80 to feed four children for a month   " $100 to feed a family of five for a month

" Check payable to World Vision

" Please bill to my credit card:

"VISA  "MasterCard  "Amex  "Discover

Card No. ________-________-________-________  Exp. Date _______-_________

Name on Card _______________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
NAME

____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

____________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP

(____)______________________ (____)___________________
DAY PHONE FAX

PLEASE SEND ME E-MAIL UPDATES WHEN DISASTERS STRIKE.

E-mail ________________________________________________

Rush this coupon to: World Vision • P.O. Box 9716 • Federal Way,WA 98063-9716
World Vision Emergency Response

Crisis in 
Southern Africa

TEST OF TRUSTWORTHINESS
As I was reading the article in World
Vision Today titled,
“How can I know
that a charity is trust-
worthy?” [Glad You
Asked, Summer
2002], I thought I
would send you a
little note.

A few years ago,
my husband and I, along with the teens
in the youth group he leads, were par-
ticipating in World Vision’s 30 Hour
Famine. I commute by train to work,
and I asked a few of my acquaintances
on the train to sponsor me in the
Famine. One person [who agreed] said
he had never heard of World Vision but
decided he would go online to see what
he could find out about the organiza-
tion. He was so impressed by what he
learned that he sponsored me that year,
and has continued to be a sponsor each
time we do the Famine.

Thanks, World Vision, for being a
trustworthy charity, and for all the
work you do around the world in the
name of Jesus.

—Heidi Long, via e-mail

LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE
I just returned from Brazil on a mission
trip on the Amazon River with Christ
Fellowship Church in Palm Beach Gar-
dens, Fla., and Pastor Nonato from
Brazil. It was a wonderful mission, and I
want to thank World Vision because
they supplied the medical boat we were
in. It was a life-changing experience. I
was in awe of how awesome World
Vision is as an organization, especially
[assisting] those who are so lost or for-
gotten not only in the Amazon [region],
but around the world.

—Jorge Cruz, via e-mail

Questions or comments about
World Vision Today? Send your letters to:
World Vision Today
PO Box 9716
Federal Way,WA 98063-9716

or e-mail us at:
WVToday@worldvision.org
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Families in southern
Africa have been devas-
tated by that region’s
deadliest food crisis in 50
years. Children are eating
tree roots . . . tree bark . . .
even grass. They are digging
in the sand to find a single
kernel of corn.

Without help now, at least 
17 million people face death
by starvation.

But with the help of friends
like you, World Vision’s
Emergency Response Team
can provide lifesaving relief to
these desperate children,
mothers, and fathers.

Your help—sent now—will
provide the food that will
help keep them alive
through this crisis. Your
gift will ship lifesaving food immediately.

In fact, your gift of even $20 will feed one child for an entire month.

Please help them.
To send your gift, call 1-888-511-6569 today 
or visit www.worldvision.org. Or rush back this 

reply coupon in the envelope provided.
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T THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSION HOSPITAL AT

Macha, southern Zambia, 2-year-old Memory 
Mulhindu is receiving treatment for starvation in

the pediatric ward. One of her big eyes peeps out
from under a blanket, which is wrapped around

her and her mother. When the blanket is lifted, I shudder to see
matchstick-like arms and legs.

In the bed opposite, 23-month-old Lushomo Nyimba lies
stretched out and shaking. In contrast to Memory, her body is
swollen like a balloon. She is suffering from kwashiorkor—a
condition brought on by a severe lack of protein in her diet,
causing a buildup of fluid.

Across southern Africa, 17 million people in seven countries
face food emergencies. This year, in southern Zambia, the main 
staple—the maize crop—failed because of drought. One of the
hardest-hit districts is Kalomo (population 167,000), where
World Vision works with aid agencies CARE and the Coopera-
tive League of the U.S.A. to rapidly distribute maize in an effort
to fend off absolute calamity. 

But the quantities are barely enough to keep people alive.
Some families must sell their possessions and few remaining ani-
mals. Most regularly miss meals. Some go for days without food. 

How do you keep 

a drought from killing 

your crops, your livestock, 

your dreams—

and your children?

By James Addis | Photographs by Jon Warren

A

bar ren land, fer t i le hope

A N  E Y E W I T N E S S  R E P O R T  
F R O M  S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A
A N  E Y E W I T N E S S  R E P O R T  
F R O M  S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A

As fields dry up and crops fail, wild fruit—

known as “masuku”—is often the only

form of food available in Zambia.
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World Vision development manager
Ndonji Kayombo and nurse Edna 
Nguluwe offer me a tour around
Kalomo. There I find farmers facing their
lot with a mixture of faith, stoicism,
despair, a certain kind of Ògallows
humor,Ó andÑmost extraordinary of
allÑa generosity toward strangers.

For example, young farmer Grace
MizingaÕs fields did not yield a single cob
of corn this year, but she still finds it
important to offer me a piece of raw cassava
to munch on during my visit to her
familyÕs shack. I note the reddish tinge to
the hair covering the heads of her three
childrenÑa sign of poor nutritionÑso I
balk at the offer. ÒItÕs our tradition that
whatever we have is shared,Ó explains her
husband, Coventy. ÒWe donÕt feel good if
a visitor goes away with nothing.Ó

His words bring a lump to my throat.
This is a man whose family is forced to
survive on erratic, poorly paid work and
by begging from family and neighbors.

I ask Grace how she copes in such
tough times. ÒI have the courage to continue
because I believe in the Lord,Ó she says. 

But widow Phyllis Munachoonga is
more discouraged. She also must beg
from neighbors, who are becoming
increasingly irritated by her requests.
Most are in similar dire straits. Wearily,
she mixes up High Energy Protein Sup-
plement (HEPS) on an open fire for her
hungry child, Audinatos, 2.  

Phyllis shows me AudinatosÕ mud-
encrusted health-clinic record. It reveals
the childÕs weight tracking downward
toward Òseverely malnourishedÓ status.
Then she carefully removes the blanket
to reveal the toddlerÕs shrunken body.
The girl starts to wail. Sores from a
recurring skin infection are pasted over
with a purple antiseptic provided by the
local clinic. World Vision nurse Edna
Nguluwe says the infection was probably
picked up from the dirty blanketÑsoap
powder is a luxury few can afford.

ÒSometimes I go two days without
eating, myself,Ó Phyllis says, Òso even my
breast milk is very little.Ó

While the spring harvest was poor, it
at least provided a temporary respite.
Now, meager food resources are evapo-
rating fast. There are many long, lean
months ahead before communities can
harvest again. 

But at least Phyllis is not in debt.
Mathew Banda, 53, borrowed heavily for
seeds and fertilizer that produced nothing.
Now, thugs from the money-lenders are
after him. Mathew has one week to come
up with an initial 100,000 Kwacha
($25)Ñan enormous sum he does not
have. Village headman Siakakole 
Fannyvwimbili says 42 farmers in the village
are in the same boat. ÒMost cannot repay,
and their hoes and plows will likely be
seized,Ó Siakakole says. ÒIf farmers have
nothing to give, they will be beaten.Ó

Mathew, who is a slight man, simply
shrugs his shoulders and grins. His seven
children regularly complain about lack of

food and must supplement their relief
rations by eating unpalatable wild fruits.
ItÕs as though Mathew simply does not
have the capacity to worry any more. ÒI
used to be a fat man,Ó he says wryly,
Òbut look at me now, I am so thin.Ó

At a World Vision food distribution, 
I meet a mother of nine, Alice Mudenda,
who says that all the familyÕs cattle died
from foot-and-mouth disease, which has
plagued southern Zambia since the mid-
1980s. The family is lucky enough to
have some pigs, but an outbreak of swine
disease means there is a current ban on
selling animals. So, once again, a possible
source of income has dried up.

Southern Zambia used to be known
as the Òcattle-belt,Ó but recently the
state ended support for vaccinating and

dipping animals against parasites,
leading to an explosion in animal dis-
ease and death. ÒAt a time of drought,
most can hardly afford to feed their
family, so they certainly canÕt afford a
tin of dip,Ó says World Vision adminis-
trator Fines Muchaili.

Now, most families have no animals
left, except a few chickens. Those who
previously had the luxury of plowing
with oxen must use hoes, with a conse-
quent big drop in production.

But it would be a mistake to imagine
that this is a community defeated by their
circumstances. David Manyama, 60, and
his wife Lucia, 50, spend their days
making brooms and mats from dried
grass and reeds. Twice a week they walk 12
miles into the nearest town, Choma, to
sell the fruits of their labor, which they

carry balanced on their heads. It is a fan-
tastic effort for pitiful returns.

On a successful trip the couple might
make 4,000 Kwacha, slightly less than
$1Ñjust enough, at current inflated prices,
to buy a 13-pound bag of maize. On a bad
day they may only have enough to buy a
little bread to put in their empty stomachs
before taking the long walk home.

Looking into LuciaÕs eyes, I see a
woman on the verge of mental and phys-
ical exhaustion. ÒI get so tired,Ó she says.

Others seek financial security through
more desperate means. Seventy-year-old
Milomo Siamainda has three daughtersÑ
all single mothers. Each abandoned her

child to MilomoÕs care and left for the city
to try to find a job. Milomo has not heard
from any of them for three years. Mean-
while, he must somehow feed and clothe
Chipo, 7, Falayi, 10, and Grace, 7, plus
orphans Goodwell, 12, and Ruth, 11.
The last two are children of yet another
daughter, now dead. ÒThey donÕt even
think about their mothers,Ó says Milomo
of the children. ÒThey just ask for food.Ó

Alas, MilomoÕs fields are bare, and he
is completely dependent on relief distri-
butions and begging. ÒIÕve no time to get
angry about it,Ó he says. ÒIÕve just got to
find ways to feed these children.Ó

The docile, sleepy children gather

Phyllis Munachoonga, top, struggles to

keep her daughter Audinatos alive.

AudinatosÕ growth chart, above, confirms

she is severely malnourished. Like other

villagers, widow Florah NaÕngambo and

her granddaughter Lilanda, left, wait for

the next food distribution.

Farmer Grace Mizanga, below, digs for 

cassava even though it is too early in the

season.The severe drought and failed

maize crop, bottom, spell little relief for 

villagers like Felistus Malilive and her

young family members, right.




