
Thousands of Ko s ovar Albanians re t u r n i n g
to their burned-out homes will be at risk
of extreme exposure this winter unless
aid agencies like World Vision move quick-
ly to provide shelter.

The winterization of homes is a top prior-
ity for World V i s i o n . With the help of local
c o n t r a c t o r s ,World Vision plans to con-
struct 3,200 temporary shelters befo re
the rains, w i n d , and snow return in
O c t o b e r.

While some work could continue during
w i n t e r, m a ny villages accessed only by mu d
tracks will be beyond re a c h .

In recent we e k s ,n e a r ly 950,000 A n go l a n s
h ave been driven from their homes by
re n ewed fighting between rebel and gov-
ernment tro o p s .Though far from the new s
s p o t l i g h t , the prolonged crisis in A n go l a
rivals the situation in Ko s ovo in terms of
the total number of people driven fro m
their homes by war.

The return to all-out war in late June has
come after four years of intermittent
fighting in A n go l a . A prev i o u s ly signed
peace agreement between the A n go l a n
government and the UNITA re b e l s
(Union for Total Independence of A n go l a )
has collap s e d .N ow the war has re t u r n e d
with a vengeance and UN peaceke e p i n g
t roops are leaving in haste, s aying there is
no peace left to ke e p.

The situation is extre m e ly critical. Fo o d
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Helping the W o r l d ’ s F o r g otten in A n go l a

Minimal rainfall for two consecutive sea-
sons has led to a famine situation in
Ethiopia affecting 5 million people.

Despite traditional coping mechanisms
e m p l oyed by farmers, food commodity
prices are skyro c ke t i n g ,l i vestock prices
a re plummeting, animals are dying, a n d
large groups of people are migrating to
urban are a s .

M oved by the plight of families affected by
the drought and food short a g e s ,Wo r l d
Vision staff in Ethiopia re c e n t ly con-
tributed 40 percent of their salaries fo r
one month (totaling US$41,000) to buy
food locally and transport it straight to
h a rd-hit are a s .
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D rought Assistance in Ethiopia 

October distribution of seeds and tools to
50,000 homeless and vulnerable families.

Funds will also be used to stockpile sur-
vival kits and blanke t s ,c over food distribu-
tion costs, and open additional fe e d i n g
c e n t e r s . A c c o rding to Steve Goudsw a a rd ,
World V i s i o n ’s program director in
A n go l a ,“This injection of new funds has
helped alleviate the pro g r a m ’s financial cri-
s i s , but more funds are urgently re q u i re d
to respond adequately to the rap i d ly
g rowing and critical needs of war- a f fe c t e d
p o p u l a t i o n s .”

World Vision is committed to helping the
people of A n go l a , but we work in this are a
of conflict at great peril. Please keep our
m i n i s t ry to A n golans in your praye r s .

A f fecting eight regions of Ethiopia, the fo o d
s h o rtage has been so seve re that most
farmers have eaten the grain that they typi-
c a l ly set aside for seed.Without seed to
p l a n t , the food outlook is grim as there will
be little to harvest later this ye a r.

To help prevent a prolonged food short-
a g e,World Vision is purchasing seeds to
be distributed to farmers in time for the
c u rrent planting season. World Vision is
also helping families protect their live-
stock and ensuring that immediate fo o d
needs of vulnerable groups are met.

Please pray for good conditions for the
c u rrent planting season and an abundant
h a rvest this fall for Ethiopian farmers.

supplies are limited. M o re children are
malnourished now than at any time during
the last 20 years of civil war in A n go l a .
Medicines for treating TB and other seri-
ous illnesses are unav a i l a b l e. M e a n w h i l e,
the threat of further attacks is persistent.
In this long-standing civil war, t h e re is no
s a fe re f u g e. Civilians are targeted. UN and
relief planes are shot dow n . Aid wo r ke r s
a re killed.

Because the needs are so gre a t ,Wo r l d
Vision is determined to continue wo r k i n g
in A n go l a . We are curre n t ly prov i d i n g
emergency food aid to some 40,000 dis-
placed persons in four secure locations.

Donors from around the world in re c e n t
weeks have enabled World Vision to start
p reparing an expanded emergency
re s p o n s e. This will include a September/
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