
GIFT CATALOG  »  Meeting Critical Needs Around the World

Prepared August 2018



1 Gift Catalog Report

IMPROVING LIVES
Th ank you for walking alongside World Vision to help some 
of the most vulnerable people in isolated parts of the world 
gain access to life-saving clean water and healthcare. Your 
support also has helped hard-working families break the cycle 
of poverty through the provision of livestock.

Th is report describes how the lives of children, their families, 
and their communities have been transformed as a result of 
Gift Catalog donations. It includes a sampling of progress and 
accomplishments from October 1, 2017, through March 31, 
2018, focusing on the areas of water, health, agriculture, and 
help for girls and women. 

GIFT CATALOG
Meeting critical needs around the world

Thank you for your contribution to the World Vision Gift Catalog. Your support allows us to 

reach children and families in some of the most impoverished areas of the world, providing 

clean water, healthcare, and opportunities to increase family incomes. Gifts like yours, 

including wells, clinics, and animals—as well as programs specifi cally designed to benefi t girls 

and women—provide tangible hope toward building a better world for children.

WATER  

Access to clean water is foundational and transformative, providing freedom, hope, and opportunity. In this report, 
you will learn how safe water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) can be catalysts for sustainable improvements. Now that 
10-year-old Innocent in Uganda no longer needs to spend her time collecting water each day, she said, “We now go to school 
early and attend class on time.” (Read Innocent’s story on page 2.)

HEALTH CLINICS 

Tragically, 5.6 million children younger than 5 die from preventable causes each year, and more than 300,000 women do 
not survive their pregnancies or childbirth. Th ankfully, World Vision’s proven, eff ective, community-based interventions 
are saving the lives of mothers and children and building strong foundations for a more promising future. After Lucia 
suff ered mysterious abdominal pain for months, a doctor at a World Vision-supported hospital in South Sudan accurately 
diagnosed the problem and provided surgical relief. (Read Lucia’s story on page 4.)

AGRICULTURE 

For families living in poverty, receiving a pig or a goat can change the lives of their children forever through better 
nutrition and opportunities for education. Learn how Richman, a 7-year-old in Zambia, was inspired to give glory to God 
for the special gift of goats that his family received. (Read his story on page 7.)

Chadni, 15 (right), her mother Beauty (left) and 5-year-old 
brother are in better spirits, now that Chadni is back in school 
and Beauty has her own fabric business. For more details, 
see page 8.
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MOZAMBIQUE

Safe water changes lives

Carolina Alde, 36, lives with her family in a small house in Mercurucune, a 
rural village in Mozambique. Th anks to generous Gift Catalog donors, she and 
her village of 390 people now draw safe water from a new borehole. 

Previously, Carolina would walk a long distance and wait in a long line to 
obtain water that was unsafe to drink. “Women and children used to wake up 
as early as 3 a.m. to search for water,” she said. “Th e water at the sources was 
limited, and women used to fi ght for it.” 

With the new water point, Carolina said the community’s quality of life has 
greatly improved and residents are healthier. “Our children shower and go to 
healthy schools,” she said.

Carolina is happy with the quality and quantity of water available. Cases of 
diarrhea in children have declined. “We do not take much time to draw water 
at the new water point,” she said. “We thank God who inspired the donors to 
support us.”

UGANDA

A new lease on life in Buliisa

Buliisa is a community in Uganda that is fi lled with hope despite all it’s gone 
through. “We prayed that God helps us get access to safe and clean water in 
our community,” says Esau, 55. “Before long, we heard and saw World Vision 
building a piped water system.”

Community members dug ditches for the pipes. A high-yield spring was 
identifi ed. Th e water now runs from the source to a fi ltering chamber and 
an underground tank. From there, it is pumped up a hill to two distribution 
tanks. At public water points, it costs about 2 cents to fi ll a jerry can.

Tadeo, a health worker, recalls, “We used to receive many cases of diarrhea and 
dysentery patients. Th e situation could really be bad during cholera outbreaks 
because the community did not have clean water.”

Ten-year-old Innocent says, “Gone are the days when we used to go and 
fetch water at dawn before going to school. We now have tap water from 
World Vision … and can access water at any time. We now go to school early 
and attend class on time.”

WELLS AND WATER SYSTEMS

Water is the most basic necessity of life. Yet every day, more than 1,200 children younger than 5 die from diarrhea caused
by contaminated water, poor sanitation, and unsafe hygiene practices. Your donation to the Gift Catalog was combined 
with funds from other generous donors to make clean water accessible for thousands of families. Between October 2017 
and March 2018, World Vision provided clean water to 1.5 million people by drilling or rehabilitating 29,653 wells and 
water points. 

Carolina joyfully collects water from 
the new borehole in her community in 
Mercurucune, Mozambique.

Innocent and Fortunate are grateful for a 
new water point in the community 
of Buliisa.
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WELLS AND WATER SYSTEMS

MALI

Making birth safer
At the community health center in Manta, a remote village in Mali’s Koulikoro 
region, women often used to endure unhygienic conditions when they gave 
birth. Friends or family would bring water from the village wells, but when the 
wells dried up during the dry season, deliveries became more complicated. 

Th e health center obstetric nurse, Makalou, said, “sometimes two or three 
women gave birth, one after another, and we had only one delivery table that 
could not be cleaned properly for lack of water.”

Th e recent installation of a solar-powered pump and water tank at the health 
center has improved the situation. “After giving birth, I was treated to a full 
bath that I had never had during my fi rst two deliveries,” said Oumou. “Th e 
acquisition of water restored our intimacy and our dignity.” 

Makalou, the obstetric nurse said, “Today, we are proud of our health area. Th e 
acquisition of this pump has allowed us to clean up our health center. All my 
patients are entitled to a complete bath, [and] the material used is washed and 
sterilized immediately.” Aminata, another mother at the health center, added, 
“God heard our prayers and put an end to the suff ering.’’

NIGER

Call me Haoua, the WASH advocate
Haoua Abdoulaye, a 55-year-old widow and mother of six, lives in the Kobio 
community in the Tilabéri region of Niger. Kobio received two borehole wells, 
and soon afterward, Haoua decided to become a water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH) advocate. “I then told everyone to address me by the name ‘WASH 
Advocate,’” she said.

“God being so good to us, World Vision came to our aid,” she said. “We were 
also given wheel barrels, waste bins, shovels, and rakes to help us keep our 
surroundings clean. And so I took it upon myself to be an advocate to ensure 
our community is clean.”

Haoua is a WASH committee member in charge of hygiene. She organizes the 
women and children to clean the well site and toilet facilities every day. “As 
for sweeping the entire community, I make sure it is done every Tuesday and 
Th ursday,” she said.

Before Kobio had access to clean water, children and women used to walk 
nearly two miles to collect water from a river. “We used to get snake bites all the 
time,” she said. “Both children and adults, including my own sister, had Guinea 
worm infections.”

Now, thanks to you, such worries are a thing of the past.

Makalou, a nurse at a community health 
center in Manta, Mali, said a new water 
system has made a prior lack of clean water 
“a sad memory.”

Haoua is helping the community of Kobio, 
Niger, maintain new wells and latrines 
provided by Gift Catalog donors.
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HEALTH CLINICS

World Vision’s Mother and Child Health projects are literally saving lives. One recent example is the birth of twins Apio 
and Achen by C-section delivery in Hoima, Uganda. Th eir mother Francine was transported from her remote village to a 
hospital in Hoima by a motorcycle ambulance. Th e ambulance services are available through a voucher system supported 
by Gift Catalog donors. Th anks to generous people like you, Francine has two healthy babies. 

Between October 2017 and March 2018, 582,162 women and children gained access to maternal and child health and 
nutrition services at local clinics and through community health workers. Your support is making a diff erence for mothers 
and babies today, and in years to come.

SOUTH SUDAN

A mystery is solved for Lucia

In South Sudan, World Vision’s support of improved healthcare 
services is benefi ting more than 118,000 people in Ezo County and 
from neighboring communities in the Central African Republic and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. Th e maternal mortality rate in 
South Sudan is is very poor (2,504 per 10,000), and Ezo County’s 
rate is among the worst in the country.

Among those benefi ting is Lucia Ngbadurezeredi, 30. In February 
2018, she visited Ezo County Hospital from the city of Yambio. 
Following abdominal pain on her lower right side, she initially 
underwent surgery in November 2017 at another clinic, but the 
surgeon was unable to determine the cause and her pain continued.

Upon hearing of quality services at Ezo County Hospital, Lucia’s 
family decided to bring her there. Lucia was scanned and diagnosed 
with appendicitis by Dr. Ija Jimmy. Th e doctor then successfully 
completed an operation, and Lucia immediately felt relief from long-
term suff ering. 

Lucia gave thanks to God that she survived, and is especially grateful 
to Dr. Jimmy. Her only concern now is whether the doctor who 
performed the previous, unsuccessful surgery may have destroyed her 
reproductive system. After the prior surgery, she did not see what was 
removed from her body, unlike at Ezo County Hospital.

Before checking out of the hospital, Lucia was counseled and advised 
to come back if she experienced any pain, and, after three months of 
recovery, to follow up with Dr. Jimmy on her reproductive health. 

Lucia has advised other people who need such assistance to come to 
Ezo County Hospital because of the good care she received.

Dr. Ija Jimmy (left) diagnosed Lucia 
with appendicitis and then performed an 
operation that successfully brought an end 
to months of suff ering.
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HEALTH CLINICS

The revival of healthcare in Ezo County

South Sudan’s Ezo County has a total population of 
118,588, including 24,904 children younger than 5 
and 28,461 women of child bearing age. In November 
2015, confl ict erupted in Ezo, and more than 100,000 
people were displaced to the neighboring countries 
of the Central African African Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

As a result, the health status of many in the county 
deteriorated. Eff ects of the crisis included murder, 
rape, kidnapping, stealing, looting, destruction of 
health clinics, closure of roads, burning of vehicles, 
and loss of social cohesion. All health facilities were 
completely vandalized. Th e county was essentially 
deserted in 2015 and 2016. 

In 2017 with support from Gift Catalog donors and others, 
World Vision began facilitating reconstruction of 30 health facilities 
in Ezo County, including what is now known as Ezo County 
Hospital. Th e revival of healthcare services in Ezo County has 
prompted many community members to return.

World Vision’s rehabilitation of Ezo County Hospital included 
construction of a main ward, an operating theater for obstetric 
and newborn care, and a waste management system, along with 
installation of a solar power system and backup generators.

World Vision also recruited staff  to deliver healthcare services. 
A medical offi  cer with surgical expertise was hired to provide 
emergency obstetric and newborn care, and all basic healthcare 
services at the hospital are now off ered with skilled workers. 

Th e hospital is attracting clients from across county and national 
borders. Since October 2017, surgical procedures provided have 
included hernioraphy, laparotomy, hemorrhoidectomy, and 
appendectomy. Since the establishment of emergency obstetric and 
newborn care services, fi ve Caesarean sections have been conducted 
from October through December 2017.

Th e Ezo County Health Director greatly appreciates the work 
World Vision is doing. Other local public offi  cials also have 
commended World Vision for helping revive healthcare services in 
the county.

Support from Gift Catalog donors made 
it possible to reopen a medical clinic in 
2017 in Ezo County. Above, surgical staff  
members complete the clinic’s fi rst delivery 
of a baby via caesarean section. Below, 
Dr. Ija Jimmy meets with a patient.
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UGANDA

Goats provide hope for refugee families

A truck of bleating goats appears on a soccer fi eld in northern Uganda. Pony 
Amelia, 80, and her granddaughter Susan, 10, spring to their feet and join 
dozens of others in lining up. Th ere are 250 goats to be distributed, a pair for 
each selected refugee family, thanks to generous Gift Catalog donors. 

“Finally, they are here,” Pony says. “Its good they’ve come in a rainy season 
when the grass is young and tender.”

At her turn, Susan picks two brown goats and embraces them. For a girl who 
has neither brother nor sister to play with, these goats are more than just 
livestock. “I will play with them whenever I come back from school,” she says.

Susan fl ed with her grandmother to Uganda from South Sudan because her 
parents lost contact with her when violent pandemonium broke out in their 
home country. “Th ese goats are a very big liberation for us,” Pony says. “We 
have been trained on how to look after them, how to feed them, and how to 
spot various sicknesses.”

VIETNAM

Chickens and cows provide improved nutrition

In Quang Tri and Quang Ngai provinces, World Vision is enabling more than 
7,500 people to improve their nutrition and income through the provision 
of livestock, nutrition instruction, and training in animal care and product 
marketing. 

A 3-year World Vision project began in October 2017. It has three target 
outcomes: improved quality and productivity of livestock; improved nutrition 
practices for mothers and caregivers of children younger than 5; and improved 
accessibility to supplies and markets for core livestock products.

So far, the project has made good progress. Th e project has provided materials 
and tools to veterinary and agricultural extension workers, selected desirable 
breeds of cattle and poultry, and identifi ed more than 1,700 mothers who will 
receive nutrition instruction.

A total of 6,900 day-old chicks have been distributed among 138 households, 
while 107 households already raising chickens have received instruction in 
proper care of the chickens. Th e project also linked farmers and livestock 
marketers through a trade fair.

ANIMALS

A goat. A pig. A cow. One animal can change the life of a hard-working family—giving them the boost they need to start 
a successful business that will feed and educate their children. Between October 2017 and March 2018, Gift Catalog 
donors like you enabled struggling families in 18 countries to receive animals, providing economic stability. But most of 
all, your gift created hope for these families and the confi dence that they could change their lives.

Pony and her grandaughter Susan celebrate 
the arrival of donated goats.

Young children in Vietnam assist in 
collecting donated, day-old chicks. 
Funding from Gift Catalog donors also is 
covering training in raising the chickens 
and marketing their products.
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ANIMALS

SRI LANKA
Improved income for a struggling family
In the Kandy district in Sri Lanka’s Central Province, Dinesh struggled to fi nd 
work as a day laborer. When he heard about an opportunity to receive training 
in raising cattle through a World Vision project, he quickly signed up.

Soon after the training, Dinesh received a cow and a calf. He began obtaining 
fresh milk on a daily basis and selling what his family didn’t consume. His wife 
Disna became an ardent partner in raising the cattle.

With assistance from a veterinarian, Dinesh was able to artifi cially inseminate 
the cow, and another calf is expected soon. Dinesh receives regular support 
from the local veterinary offi  ce.

Dinesh also has learned how to raise pasture grass for cattle and manage 
pastureland. He is generating additional income raising pasture grass. Th e 
ability to earn income in this way is a source of great satisfaction for Dinesh. 
His family is enjoying better nutrition.

“I strongly believe that I am a good farmer,” Dinesh said. “I am grateful to this 
project, which is a good stepping stone to achieving my dreams.”

ZAMBIA
Richman gives glory to God for goats
Richman, a 7-year-old in southern Zambia, knows the story of how Jesus raised 
his friend, Lazarus, from the dead. So when his father brought home fi ve goats 
from Zambia’s animal give-back program, Richman had the perfect name for 
the male goat: Lazarus. “I learned it from church,” he says.

Church is where Richman learns. “My parents don’t have money, so I can’t 
go to school,” he says. He would like to go to school. “I would like to learn to 
write,” he says. “I would like to be a teacher.”

Richman has four siblings: three brothers, Richwell, 15, Richford, 10, Richard, 
4, and Innete, 15 months. Th e oldest brother, Richwell, stopped going to school 
after fi fth grade.

Th e children live with their parents, Obvious Chimanamulilo, 40, and Beatrice, 
30. Th ey barely make ends meet but they want the best for their children. “My 
wife and I don’t know how to write, so we want them to be able to,” he says. 
Obvious is a farmer, but his only tool is a hoe.

Enter Lazarus. “Th ey were going around taking names and I was chosen 
to receive goats,” Obvious says. “World Vision met our family and saw our 
situation. Th ey picked us.”

Obvious received the goats at a distribution in the community of Moyo. “When 
I was taken where there were so many goats, I was so happy,” he says. “It was 
seeing everything like in a dream. I was so excited. I felt like I was fl ying.”

World Vision staff  instructed Obvious on how to build a new pen to prepare for 
receiving the goats. Th ank you for blessing families like his in this way.

Dinesh tends cattle that are providing his 
family good nutrition and a steady source 
of income.

Richman, 7, with the goat he named 
Lazarus. Richman’s father, Obvious 
Chimanamulilo explains why: “Lazarus 
died, and he rose from the dead. It is the 
same as our life. We were in hardship, but 
we have been resurrected.”
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BANGLADESH

Chadni’s dreams are coming true
Chadni, 15, lives in Rupsha, Bangladesh, with her mother Beauty, 35, and 
5-year-old brother. To support the family, Beauty took up work in a shrimp 
processing facility, earning 45 taka per day (53 cents). “I was worried that I 
would not be able to feed my children with that poor income,” she says.

Due to the family’s hardship, Chadni dropped out of school and started 
working at the shrimp processing facility. Her shifts were as long as 14 hours, 
and she fell several times on the soaked fl oor, leading to chronic pain. 

World Vision helped Beauty withdraw Chadni from work and send her back to 
school. Beauty received business training and started a fabric business. 

Chadni began attending the World Vision Child-Friendly Learning and 
Recreation Center, and eventually returned to school. She now gets enough 
sleep and rest.

“I enjoy my time being at home to prepare my homework, play with my friends, 
look after my younger brother, and help my mother,” Chadni said. She dreams 
of becoming a teacher to children from poor families.

ZAMBIA

A light of hope for Loveness and her family
Loveness, 17, lost her father when she was only fi ve. Her mother has struggled 
to make ends meet, especially after her health began to decline. Instead of 
celebrating Loveness’ graduation from primary to secondary school, she 
despaired because she did not know how she would pay the higher tuition.

Fortunately, Loveness was accepted at City of Joy, a facility run by a 
World Vision education partner. She received a scholarship that covers tuition, 
food, shelter, and other necessities. If not for the scholarship, Loveness said, “I 
would have been married with a lot of children by now.” she said. Instead, she 
dreams of becoming a nurse.

Her mother is very grateful, as her health does not permit her to work anymore. 
She relies solely on the support of family and friends.

Signs of continuing hardship are evident. A nearly empty barn with donated 
corn will soon run out. A leaky, dilapidated, grass-thatched hut suggests the 
mother’s health isn’t good enough to cut fresh grass for the roof this year. 

Still, the family has hope as Loveness works toward completing school and 
getting a job.

HELP FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN

World Vision sees every child as a child of God. Every girl and every boy is deserving of love and protection. Yet traditional 
stereotypes often rob girls from living out the full potential God wants for them. Girls are often the fi rst taken out of school 
to work when a family is in need. Caring Gift Catalog donors like you are changing that. Your support is helping girls 
receive an education and is enabling men and boys to see beyond traditional roles that limit them.

Chadni is back in school, following support 
for her mother to start a fabric business.

Loveness is deeply grateful for a scholarship 
she received to attend secondary school.
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HELP FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN
MYANMAR

Pursuing a future free from violence
One evening, a mother went searching for Daw Tin Yee, the leader of a child 
protection and advocacy group in Myanmar. She was desperate for help because 
her two daughters were being abused by their father when he drank. Th e girls 
were scared to be at home with him when their mother left to work. 

One day, the father pushed his youngest daughter in front of a moving car. 
“It was really heartbreaking to hear,” said Daw Tin Yee. “Th e kids and their 
mother were helpless. So, I decided to intervene.” 

Daw Tin Yee had been trained in how to respond when children are being 
abused. She reported the case to a village leader. Th en she set up a meeting with 
the mother, World Vision staff , and her child protection and advocacy group. 
Daw Tin Yee suggested that village leaders speak with the father.

After monitoring the family’s situation for a while and realizing that the father 
had not changed his behavior, Daw Tin Yee reported the case to the township’s 
police. Th e father was arrested and charged according to Myanmar’s child laws. 

Although Daw Tin Yee believes that ending violence against children in her 
community will take time, she is beginning to see people’s mindsets changing 
with regard to using physical punishment. “We still have more to do, more cases 
like this to stop. We still have more children to protect for the sake of a brighter 
future,” she said.

MOZAMBIQUE

A life-changing message transforms a family
Dionisia became pregnant at age 15 with a boy she met at school. Brokenhearted, 
her father felt that he had no choice but to allow his daughter to live with the 
child’s father Mauro, also 15.

Dionisia and Mauro struggled to make ends meet. Th ey dropped out of school. 
Mauro worked the land to provide food. Dionisia was responsible for hefty 
domestic work and farm chores. 

One day Dionisia attended a local Catholic church service with her father. Th ey 
listened as Father Ismael shared how child pregnancy is harmful to a girl’s health, 
and that the proper place for girls and boys is in school—not in a marriage.

Her father took to heart Father Ismael’s insistence that children complete their 
education. “I had to do something to ensure my child went back to school,” he 
said. With World Vision’s support, Dionisia returned to her family, re-enrolled in 
school, and took up sewing to generate money to provide for her young son. 

“I think God that He sent Priest Ismael to save me,” Dionisia said. 

Mauro and Dionisia parent their son together, and Mauro spends time with 
them frequently. Mauro continues to farm, and he does his best to support his 
son fi nancially. He hopes to return to school soon.

Th e two are still married under traditional customs, but they live separately with 
their own parents. As they grow and mature, they may consider legal marriage 
and a shared home when they reach 18 years of age.

Daw Tin Yee is partnering with her 
community to hold parents accountable to 
Myanmar’s child protection laws.

Dionisia is back with her family and 
attending school once again, after hearing a 
powerful message from a church leader who 
benefi ted from World Vision training in 
addressing early marriage. 
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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Motivated by 
our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional 
love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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For tens of thousands of families in 26 countries around the globe, your generous donation has brought hope, 
refl ecting Christ’s love and light when life seemed darkest. 

Girls in Bangladesh and Mozambique are staying in school rather than marrying too young or being forced to 
work to support their families. Children and families in South Sudan have better access to quality healthcare. 
Mothers in Mali and Uganda no longer have to walk for miles to get access to clean water. Parents in Bolivia and 
Sri Lanka can provide abundantly for their children’s needs.

Th ese lights of hope are the result of your compassionate giving. Th ank you for partnering with World Vision to  
make a diff erence in the lives of children around the world.
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YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE

In Mali, when Oumou gave birth to her third child, she had 
adequate water for a safe delivery, thanks to your support for a 
new water system at a community health center in the village 
of Manta.


