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MOZAMBIQUE

Safe water changes lives

Carolina Alde, 36, lives with her family in a small house in Mercurucune, a 
rural village in Mozambique. Th anks to generous Gift Catalog donors, she and 
her village of 390 people now draw safe water from a new borehole. 

Previously, Carolina would walk a long distance and wait in a long line to 
obtain water that was unsafe to drink. “Women and children used to wake up 
as early as 3 a.m. to search for water,” she said. “Th e water at the sources was 
limited, and women used to fi ght for it.” 

With the new water point, Carolina said the community’s quality of life has 
greatly improved and residents are healthier. “Our children shower and go to 
healthy schools,” she said.

Carolina is happy with the quality and quantity of water available. Cases of 
diarrhea in children have declined. “We do not take much time to draw water 
at the new water point,” she said. “We thank God who inspired the donors to 
support us.”

UGANDA

A new lease on life in Buliisa

Buliisa is a community in Uganda that is fi lled with hope despite all it’s gone 
through. “We prayed that God helps us get access to safe and clean water in 
our community,” says Esau, 55. “Before long, we heard and saw World Vision 
building a piped water system.”

Community members dug ditches for the pipes. A high-yield spring was 
identifi ed. Th e water now runs from the source to a fi ltering chamber and 
an underground tank. From there, it is pumped up a hill to two distribution 
tanks. At public water points, it costs about 2 cents to fi ll a jerry can.

Tadeo, a health worker, recalls, “We used to receive many cases of diarrhea and 
dysentery patients. Th e situation could really be bad during cholera outbreaks 
because the community did not have clean water.”

Ten-year-old Innocent says, “Gone are the days when we used to go and 
fetch water at dawn before going to school. We now have tap water from 
World Vision … and can access water at any time. We now go to school early 
and attend class on time.”

WELLS AND WATER SYSTEMS

Water is the most basic necessity of life. Yet every day, more than 1,200 children younger than 5 die from diarrhea caused
by contaminated water, poor sanitation, and unsafe hygiene practices. Your donation to the Gift Catalog was combined 
with funds from other generous donors to make clean water accessible for thousands of families. Between October 2017 
and March 2018, World Vision provided clean water to 1.5 million people by drilling or rehabilitating 29,653 wells and 
water points. 

Carolina joyfully collects water from 
the new borehole in her community in 
Mercurucune, Mozambique.

Innocent and Fortunate are grateful for a 
new water point in the community 
of Buliisa.
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WELLS AND WATER SYSTEMS

MALI

Making birth safer
At the community health center in Manta, a remote village in Mali’s Koulikoro 
region, women often used to endure unhygienic conditions when they gave 
birth. Friends or family would bring water from the village wells, but when the 
wells dried up during the dry season, deliveries became more complicated. 

Th e health center obstetric nurse, Makalou, said, “sometimes two or three 
women gave birth, one after another, and we had only one delivery table that 
could not be cleaned properly for lack of water.”

Th e recent installation of a solar-powered pump and water tank at the health 
center has improved the situation. “After giving birth, I was treated to a full 
bath that I had never had during my fi rst two deliveries,” said Oumou. “Th e 
acquisition of water restored our intimacy and our dignity.” 

Makalou, the obstetric nurse said, “Today, we are proud of our health area. Th e 
acquisition of this pump has allowed us to clean up our health center. All my 
patients are entitled to a complete bath, [and] the material used is washed and 
sterilized immediately.” Aminata, another mother at the health center, added, 
“God heard our prayers and put an end to the suff ering.’’

NIGER

Call me Haoua, the WASH advocate
Haoua Abdoulaye, a 55-year-old widow and mother of six, lives in the Kobio 
community in the Tilabéri region of Niger. Kobio received two borehole wells, 
and soon afterward, Haoua decided to become a water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH) advocate. “I then told everyone to address me by the name ‘WASH 
Advocate,’” she said.

“God being so good to us, World Vision came to our aid,” she said. “We were 
also given wheel barrels, waste bins, shovels, and rakes to help us keep our 
surroundings clean. And so I took it upon myself to be an advocate to ensure 
our community is clean.”

Haoua is a WASH committee member in charge of hygiene. She organizes the 
women and children to clean the well site and toilet facilities every day. “As 
for sweeping the entire community, I make sure it is done every Tuesday and 
Th ursday,” she said.

Before Kobio had access to clean water, children and women used to walk 
nearly two miles to collect water from a river. “We used to get snake bites all the 
time,” she said. “Both children and adults, including my own sister, had Guinea 
worm infections.”

Now, thanks to you, such worries are a thing of the past.

Makalou, a nurse at a community health 
center in Manta, Mali, said a new water 
system has made a prior lack of clean water 
“a sad memory.”

Haoua is helping the community of Kobio, 
Niger, maintain new wells and latrines 
provided by Gift Catalog donors.
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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Motivated by 
our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional 
love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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For tens of thousands of families in 26 countries around the globe, your generous donation has brought hope, 
refl ecting Christ’s love and light when life seemed darkest. 

Girls in Bangladesh and Mozambique are staying in school rather than marrying too young or being forced to 
work to support their families. Children and families in South Sudan have better access to quality healthcare. 
Mothers in Mali and Uganda no longer have to walk for miles to get access to clean water. Parents in Bolivia and 
Sri Lanka can provide abundantly for their children’s needs.

Th ese lights of hope are the result of your compassionate giving. Th ank you for partnering with World Vision to  
make a diff erence in the lives of children around the world.
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YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE

In Mali, when Oumou gave birth to her third child, she had 
adequate water for a safe delivery, thanks to your support for a 
new water system at a community health center in the village 
of Manta.


