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ZAMBIA

Mended with gold
When Christine was just 13 years old, her parents died. As an orphan, she had 
few options and decided to get married. Two children followed. Her husband 
mistreated her, then left. After a divorce, she married again. Her second 
husband abandoned her after the birth of their child. She is now a single mother 
with three young children. 

Christine decided her only option was to go back to school. She was placed in 
eighth grade. Her struggles turned inward. She could not see herself as someone 
who had value. Neighbors discouraged her from pursuing an education. It was 
the fi rst time they saw a woman of her age go back to school. 

At school, Christine decided to join World Vision’s Youth Ready program, 
which seeks to help disadvantaged youth realize their potential, plan for their 
future, and acquire the skills, support, and necessary resources to succeed in 
life. 

Her teacher told a story of how ancient vessels were mended. When a vessel 
broke, the patches were covered with gold. Th e broken vessel became more 
valuable than it was before. Th e teacher had the students tear photos and then 
mend them with a beautiful glittering glue, symbolizing gold. 

“I almost gave up, but the Youth Ready program encouraged me in many ways,” 
Christine says. “Th is story was a turning point for me because I realized that I 
was still valuable.” 

As part of training in entrepreneurship, Christine and other students started a 
savings group. Loans from the group support a business Christine started. Th e 
business income helps her buy food for her children and pay for school supplies. 

Christine now is a leading performer at school. She is determined to realize her 
dreams, is more confi dent in herself, and realizes that, through determination 
and focus, she can alter her future course. “I have no doubt at all that I will 
complete my college education,” she says.

MOZAMBIQUE
A community intervenes to prevent child marriage
Lina, 13, would have married an older man had community members not 
intervened. One day, a man came to her house, off ering clothes and food to the 
family. “I thought he was a relative of my parents who was willing to provide 
support to my family, given that we were going through really diffi  cult days,” 
she says. “But later I realized that he had bad intentions. He started harassing 
me, saying that I was beautiful and that I should go and live with him.”

HELP FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN

World Vision sees every child as a child of God. Every girl and every boy is deserving of love and protection. Yet traditional 
stereotypes often rob girls from living out the full potential God wants for them. Girls are often the fi rst taken out of school 
to work when a family is in need. Caring Gift Catalog donors like you are changing that. Your support is helping girls 
receive an education and is enabling men and boys to see beyond traditional roles that limit them.
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HELP FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN
Amadeu (pictured left, with Lina), a member of a local child protection 
committee, learned that she was going to be forced to marry the man. He 
immediately reported the case to the chairman of the committee, who in turn 
reported it to the local community leader. Th e leader and members of the child 
protection committee then met with Lina’s parents and the groom-to-be to 
discuss the matter. Th e leader ruled that Lina was too young to marry, and that 
arrangements for the marriage should be canceled. Lina’s case is now under 
police investigation.

BANGLADESH

A family chooses to return a daughter to school
At the age of 2, Siddik Bagha—now 50 and a father of four—had a serious 
illness that aff ected his ability to walk. He also was born with an underdeveloped 
hand. Finding work was challenging, so he begged on the streets each day.

Siddik married his wife, Bilkis, when she was only 14 years old. Together, 
they had four children. With Siddik’s health issues, Bilkis bore the weight of 
supporting their family by working in a shrimp factory. Th eir eldest son, Saiful 
Islam, dropped out of school at age 15 to help supplement his parents’ income. 
However, he was responsible for bringing his dad to beg each day, so his work 
schedule was restricted.

Bilkis and Siddik’s 14-year-old daughter, Sadia (pictured, left), wanted to stay in 
school, but she dropped out after seventh grade and joined Bilkis at the shrimp 
factory. For an eight-hour shift, typically overnight, she earned roughly 75 cents. 
She would squat for hours in a tiny, cold, windowless room, doing work that left 
her weary and sick.

Th ings changed when World Vision connected with Sadia’s family. Staff  
members encouraged Siddik and Bilkis to withdraw Sadia from her work and 
send her to school. Soon, Sadia enrolled in catch-up education to prepare her for 
school, and reentered school in January 2018 as an eighth grader. World Vision 
gave her a monthly grant of $12.50 over seven months, which allowed her to buy 
school supplies.

To improve the family’s living conditions and replace the loss of income from 
Sadia’s job, World Vision provided Bilkis with fabric and skills training to help 
her start and run her own business. She now earns $25 a month selling fabric. 
Siddik plans to quit begging and begin selling caps and other items.

Sadia’s youngest brother, age 4, attends a child-friendly learning and recreation 
center and is preparing for elementary school. World Vision routinely checks in 
to ensure that family members are making progress toward their goals.

“Before and after school time, I get enough time to sleep and rest at home,” 
says Sadia. “I enjoy my time being at home in preparing my homework, playing 
with my friends, looking after my younger siblings and helping my mother.” She 
dreams of being a nurse and serving communities in need.



P.O. Box 9716, Federal Way, WA 98063-9716
www.worldvision.org

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Motivated by 
our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional 
love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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For tens of thousands of families in 26 countries around the globe, your generous donation has brought hope, 
refl ecting Christ’s love and light when life seemed darkest. 

Girls in Bangladesh and Mozambique are staying in school rather than marrying too young or being forced to 
work to support their families. Children and families in South Sudan have better access to quality healthcare. 
Mothers in Mali and Uganda no longer have to walk for miles to get access to clean water. Parents in Cambodia 
and Haiti can provide abundantly for their children’s needs.

Th ese lights of hope are the result of your compassionate giving. Th ank you for partnering with World Vision to  
make a diff erence in the lives of children around the world.
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YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE

People such as this mother and daughter in India are deeply 
grateful for your generosity.


