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IMPROVING LIVES
Th ank you for walking alongside World Vision to help some 
of the most vulnerable people in isolated parts of the world 
gain access to life-saving clean water and healthcare. Your 
support also has helped hard-working families break the cycle 
of poverty through the provision of livestock.

Th is report describes how the lives of children, their families, 
and their communities have been transformed as a result of 
Gift Catalog donations. It includes a sampling of progress 
and accomplishments from October 1, 2017, through 
September 30, 2018, focusing on the areas of water, health, 
agriculture, and help for girls and women. 

GIFT CATALOG
Meeting critical needs around the world

Thank you for your contribution to the World Vision Gift Catalog. Your support allows us to 

reach children and families in some of the most impoverished areas of the world, providing 

clean water, healthcare, and opportunities to increase family incomes. Gifts like yours, 

including wells, clinics, and animals—as well as programs specifi cally designed to benefi t girls 

and women—provide tangible hope toward building a better world for children.

WATER 

Access to clean water is foundational and transformative, providing freedom, hope, and opportunity. In this report, 
you will learn how safe water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) can be catalysts for sustainable improvements. Now that 
13-year-old Gloria in Ghana no longer needs to spend her time collecting water each day, she says, “I no longer suff er from skin 
disease and now attend school regularly.” (Read Gloria’s story on page 2.)

HEALTH CLINICS 

Tragically, 5.6 million children younger than 5 die from preventable causes each year, and more than 300,000 women do 
not survive their pregnancies or childbirth. Th ankfully, World Vision’s proven, eff ective, community-based interventions 
are saving the lives of mothers and children and building strong foundations for a more promising future. When Joyce 
started feeling labor pains prior to her due date, staff  at a nearby health clinic in South Sudan arranged for an ambulance to 
take her to a hospital, where she successfully delivered her child. (Read Joyce’s story on page 4.)

AGRICULTURE

For families living in poverty, receiving a pig or a goat can change the lives of their children forever through better 
nutrition and opportunities for education. Learn how Paul, who lost all his cattle during a hurricane in Haiti, has begun to 
recover by raising goats. (Read his story on page 7.)

In Zambia, Christine’s children are proud of her for 
returning to school and pursuing an education. See page 8 
for more details.
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MOZAMBIQUE

A village rejoices over the gift of clean water

Gelita, 45, and her grandson Rafael, 11, were used to rising early. Like others in 
Mpomba, Mozambique, they went in search of water, collecting eight gallons 
of dirty water each day from ponds and pits. Th ankfully, with your support, 
World Vision provided Mpomba with a new well in 2018, making clean water 
available to 1,500 children and adults. “Our children are clean, drink clean 
water, and have time to study and play,” says Gelita. Rafael shares, “Now, I’m 
drinking clean water and never miss the lesson. I’m studying to be a medical 
doctor, and I’m already sure that with health I will achieve my dream.”

GHANA

Clean water boosts the health of children

Children in Adjeikrom, Ghana, used to suff er from water-related illnesses, 
including diarrhea, intestinal worms, and skin diseases. Th is was because the 
only source of water for residents was a nearby river, which was shared with 
livestock and was highly contaminated. Th is changed when World Vision 
drilled a well in Adjeikrom and educated the community on proper sanitation 
and hygiene. Now, children in this community are free from preventable water- 
and hygiene-related diseases. According to Gloria, 13, “My family now has 
access to potable water. I no longer suff er from skin disease and now attend 
school regularly because I no longer spend long hours looking for water or 
being ill from using water from the river.”

MALI

Students gain easy access to clean water

In Sebecoro, Mali, 15-year-old Yagara is grateful for the clean water that is 
accessible at her school, thanks to a recent installation of a water system. “Th e 
WASH interventions carried out by World Vision have changed our lives, all 
of us schoolchildren,” she says. “Before the water supply mechanized system, we 
used to fetch water from the open wells both for school and home needs. 
Tugging with the rope was so annoying for me and my classmates, but we 
had no choice because in our school, girls are asked to bring water to fi ll the 
jars. With the mechanized water tank, our school got a tap stand. Now all 
schoolchildren and teachers use this tap stand.”

WELLS AND WATER SYSTEMS

Water is the most basic necessity of life. Yet every day, nearly 1,000 children younger than 5 die from diarrhea caused
by contaminated water, poor sanitation, and unsafe hygiene practices. Your donation to the Gift Catalog was combined 
with funds from other generous donors to make clean water accessible for thousands of families. Between October 2017 
and September 2018, World Vision provided clean water to 4 million people by drilling or rehabilitating 53,830 wells and 
water points. 
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WELLS AND WATER SYSTEMS

UGANDA

Households join together to tackle water problem
When World Vision works in a community, residents are invited to join 
together to help lead project planning. In Lwabanda, Uganda, groups of 20 to 
30 of the most vulnerable households joined together to participate in planning. 
In this case, a precondition was that each household must have basic hygiene 
and sanitation facilities. Th rough meetings, needs and ideas were shared among 
the residents.

Ultimately, group members shared that a lack of clean water was the biggest 
problem. To address this issue, they joined together to build a system of 
rainwater tanks, such as the one pictured here. One group member, Kerenti, 
says, “We are all proud owners of water tanks and no longer use dirty water. 
In the dry season, we never run out of water, and we have enough to water our 
vegetable gardens. Th e community no longer wastes money buying water or 
treating diarrhea.”

NIGER

Training leaves a lasting impact on water access
Did you know that water points have a lot in common with cars? Both are 
impressive to watch in action. Both can transform lives. Both require systems 
of interconnected moving pieces in order to do their jobs. And, both eventually 
require maintenance to continue to function properly. 

Installing and rehabilitating water points is an important and signifi cant part of 
the work undertaken on a daily basis by World Vision. Although water points 
are what people see, a water point in isolation and without support would not be 
nearly as eff ective as one that is part of a wholistic system. Th is is why our teams 
dedicate so much time and eff ort to training—to build local capacity. 

Th is past year in Niger, World Vision trained 578 local artisans 
to make sure all the water points we install or rehabilitate will 
continue to function at optimal levels to ensure the sustainability of 
our eff orts. 

“Th e training of repair artisans had an immediate impact in 
our communities,” says Bassirou Baraka, mayor of the Gamou 
community. During the training, the future artisans used three 
boreholes which had been inoperable for more than three years. Th e 
students rehabilitated them, relieving stress on other water points 
and reducing the distances families travel to access clean water. 

Th e Mayor was so surprised by the artisans’ excellent work that she assigned 
a city council vehicle and driver to the team, ensuring their easy access to all 
water points in the community. 

Th e training of these repair artisans not only allowed them to master a craft, it 
restored access to clean water for 3,500 people whose access had been lost when 
their water points stopped working.
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HEALTH CLINICS

World Vision’s Mother and Child Health projects are saving lives. One recent example is the birth of Emmanuel. 
His parents, Cliliance and Morrison, live in World Vision’s Chongwe East Area Program in Zambia. During a prior 
pregnancy, Morrison discouraged Cliliance from going to a clinic for prenatal care. She experienced heavy bleeding and 
it turned out to be a miscarriage. When Cliliance became pregnant again with Emmanuel, advice from a trained health 
volunteer enabled her to take better care of herself, have a safe pregnancy, and successfully deliver at a hospital.

Th anks to you, others like Cliliance have benefi ted from similar help. Between October 2017 and September 2018, 
450,400 women and children gained access to maternal and child health and nutrition services at local clinics and 
through community health workers. Your support is making a lasting diff erence for mothers and babies.

SOUTH SUDAN
Ambulance saves life of mother and her newborn  

In South Sudan, World Vision’s support of improved healthcare services is 
benefi ting hundreds of thousands of people in four counties through the second 
phase of the Health Pooled Fund Project. Th e maternal mortality rate in South 
Sudan is very poor (2,100 per 100,000).

Among those benefi ting is Joyce Hipai (pictured at right, with one of her four 
children.) Five months into her most recent pregnancy, she began receiving 
prenatal care at the Bazungua primary healthcare clinic.

Joyce had planned to move closer to Yambio State Hospital as advised during 
prenatal visits, but was caught by surprise when labor pains started a week 
ahead of the expected due date. Her husband, Elisama Boroyo, was unavailable.

“My wife started labor on July 23 when I had unfortunately left very early in 
the morning to our farm,” Elisama says. “My younger brother came running 
around mid-day to inform me that my wife was in labor. I immediately put 
down the hoe and rushed home … My wife was badly off , screaming that she 
was going to die.”

Th e progression was so fast that Elisama could not take her on a motorcycle, as 
the pain was so severe. Instead, he rushed her to the primary healthcare clinic.

“On our arrival to the facility late afternoon, the [staff ] in-charge did not waste 
much time, but went to the spot where there is a mobile network and called the 
ambulance from Yambio,” Elisama says (the ambulance is pictured at right with 
another patient.) “In less than half an hour, the ambulance showed up. … We 
immediately got into the ambulance and took off  for Yambio State Hospital, 
where we were received by the midwives.”

At the hospital, Joyce’s baby was found to have its umbilical cord wrapped 
around its neck. Th is could have led to the loss of both Joyce and the baby if 
she had chosen to give birth at home. Instead, at the hospital, she received a 
caesarean section, and Joyce and the baby remained healthy until they were 
discharged.

Joyce’s family was very relieved and happy with the outcome. Th ank you for 
making it possible for Joyce to benefi t from access to local healthcare services.
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HEALTH CLINICS

Babies benefi t from kangaroo mother care

Kangaroo mother care is a helpful method of care for newborn babies, enabling 
skin-to-skin contact between the baby’s front side and the mother’s chest. For 
comfort, a small fabric nappy is suffi  cient, and a cap may be placed on the 
baby’s head for added warmth.

At Yambio State Hospital in South Sudan, World Vision recently trained 
medical staff  and mothers in this approach. During community engagement 
sessions, World Vision provided women of childbearing age an opportunity to 
practice the approach, and encouraged health facility staff  to facilitate kangaroo 
mother care. To date as a result, 308 mothers have practiced kangaroo mother 
care with their babies. 

A health clinic gains a maternity ward

Th e Yabua Primary Healthcare Unit in Nzara County in 
South Sudan provides vital services to the community, and 
recently benefi ted from an investment of eff ort by local 
citizens with World Vision’s support. 

Residents formed a village health committee to identify 
community health needs, encourage community members 
to take advantage of services at local health facilities, and 
provide assistance when needed. Th e Boma Village Health 
Committee met with community members and identifi ed a 
lack of privacy and client waiting areas for prenatal care 
and delivery.

In response, community members chose to build 
a maternity ward with space for reproductive 
health services, including family planning, 
prenatal care, labor and delivery services, and 
a waiting area. Together they began building a 
two-room building.

Th e maternity ward is now in the fi nal phase 
of construction. Most recently, community 
members plastered the interior wall of the ward. 
Residents are very grateful for the leadership of 
the village health committee.
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UGANDA

Overcoming trauma and stress after war losses

When a civil war broke out in South Sudan, Joyce Gaba, 58, fl ed 
several miles to Uganda, having lost relatives and property. As the 
fi ghting briefl y waned, Joyce escaped with fi ve grandchildren who had 
lost their parents. When the family reached the Imvepi reception center 
in Uganda, they were registered as refugees and assigned to Village 10, 
Zone 1, of the Imvepi Settlement.

Initially, Joyce felt helpless as she thought of her lost assets, especially 
her goats, chickens, and crops. She wondered about the future of her 
grandchildren, especially their education, food, medical care, shelter, 
and clothes, as she had no stable income. 

World Vision, which is assisting refugees in the Imvepi settlement, 
provided Joyce with two East African nanny goats. Upon receiving 
them, she ululated in celebration. With the goats now tethered 
at her new home, she feels greatly relieved, and sees them as a 
source of income to meet the educational and medical needs of 
her grandchildren. 

Joyce received building materials for goat housing, a water tank, and 
seeds to grow fodder for the goats. She was trained in sustainable 
animal husbandry to ensure good management of the goats, and then 
began applying what she learned. One of her nannies produced a 
male kid.

“I feel blessed that my goats have started multiplying, and this has 
enabled me recover from stress that I suff ered,” Joyce says. Her 
grandchildren are helping tend the goats. She plans to buy mattresses 
and bedding for her family after she sells mature goats. 

Initially, Joyce’s ambitions were disrupted by a low amount of physical 
energy due to her age, but neighbors helped her build a goat pen. 
Training on household planning helped Joyce remain focused on 
her goals.

Joyce is now regarded as a remarkable grandmother in her community. 
She is an example in helping vulnerable children overcome hardship.

ANIMALS

A goat. A pig. A cow. One animal can change the life of a hard-working family—giving them the boost they need to start 
a successful business that will feed and educate their children. Between October 2017 and September 2018, Gift Catalog 
donors like you enabled struggling families in 18 countries to receive animals, providing economic stability. But most of 
all, your gift created hope for these families and the confi dence that they could improve their lives.
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ANIMALS

HAITI

A new start for a family

Paul Wilfrance, a father of two girls and two boys, lives in the Sous Platon 
area of Haiti. His family is one of many that were signifi cantly impacted by 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016. Wilfrance lost all of his cattle. 

With no other source of income, Paul began working in the fi elds of other 
farmers, raising goats and harvesting crops. His hope was that, after taking care 
of the goats, they would multiply and he would receive one. A year later, this 
had not occurred and he was growing increasingly anxious.

Paul was subsequently selected by World Vision to receive a goat. With his good 
knowledge in goat breeding, the goat gave birth again within a few months. 
Th en, six months later, another goat was born.

Paul is now more optimistic about the future, and says his family has 
become more resilient. He plans to continue taking care of his goats so that 
they multiply.

“Th ese goats make me eligible for [loans] in the community,” he says. “If 
necessary, I will sell the kid, and I will always keep the [nanny] so that it will 
continue to give me other goats. … Th ey are also sources of organic manure 
that improves agricultural production.”

CAMBODIA

Training in chicken raising boosts household income

Yung Choeung, 36, is a widowed farmer with two children: Lay Houng 
Seng Heir, 3, and Lay MeiNan, 5. Th ey live in Boeung Kleng Keut village in 
Cambodia’s Banteay Meanchey Province. Besides fi eld farming, Choeung has 
raised chickens, ducks, and pigs. However, the income was insuffi  cient, as her 
poultry, especially the chickens, succumbed to disease and predators. 

In 2018, Choeung was among those chosen by World Vision to receive training 
in raising poultry. “I needed a new way of raising chickens to be highly 
productive,” she says. She learned how to properly use medication, provide 
vaccinations, and build chicken pens. As a result, the number of chickens under 
her care has increased, as has her income. She earns the equivalent of $10 per 
day, on average, and tends a fl ock of 26 hens and seven roosters.

Choeung’s family is now enjoying better living conditions. She can pay for 
her children’s education. She shares her livestock knowledge with others and 
emphasizes the importance of following all essential guidelines for feeding, 
hygiene, medication, and vaccine application. 

“I will continue raising chickens and using all acquired techniques, as well as 
coaching other fellow farmers so that they, too, will get [a] benefi t from the 
occupation and improve nutrition for family, especially our children.”
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ZAMBIA

Mended with gold
When Christine was just 13 years old, her parents died. As an orphan, she had 
few options and decided to get married. Two children followed. Her husband 
mistreated her, then left. After a divorce, she married again. Her second 
husband abandoned her after the birth of their child. She is now a single mother 
with three young children. 

Christine decided her only option was to go back to school. She was placed in 
eighth grade. Her struggles turned inward. She could not see herself as someone 
who had value. Neighbors discouraged her from pursuing an education. It was 
the fi rst time they saw a woman of her age go back to school. 

At school, Christine decided to join World Vision’s Youth Ready program, 
which seeks to help disadvantaged youth realize their potential, plan for their 
future, and acquire the skills, support, and necessary resources to succeed in 
life. 

Her teacher told a story of how ancient vessels were mended. When a vessel 
broke, the patches were covered with gold. Th e broken vessel became more 
valuable than it was before. Th e teacher had the students tear photos and then 
mend them with a beautiful glittering glue, symbolizing gold. 

“I almost gave up, but the Youth Ready program encouraged me in many ways,” 
Christine says. “Th is story was a turning point for me because I realized that I 
was still valuable.” 

As part of training in entrepreneurship, Christine and other students started a 
savings group. Loans from the group support a business Christine started. Th e 
business income helps her buy food for her children and pay for school supplies. 

Christine now is a leading performer at school. She is determined to realize her 
dreams, is more confi dent in herself, and realizes that, through determination 
and focus, she can alter her future course. “I have no doubt at all that I will 
complete my college education,” she says.

MOZAMBIQUE
A community intervenes to prevent child marriage
Lina, 13, would have married an older man had community members not 
intervened. One day, a man came to her house, off ering clothes and food to the 
family. “I thought he was a relative of my parents who was willing to provide 
support to my family, given that we were going through really diffi  cult days,” 
she says. “But later I realized that he had bad intentions. He started harassing 
me, saying that I was beautiful and that I should go and live with him.”

HELP FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN

World Vision sees every child as a child of God. Every girl and every boy is deserving of love and protection. Yet traditional 
stereotypes often rob girls from living out the full potential God wants for them. Girls are often the fi rst taken out of school 
to work when a family is in need. Caring Gift Catalog donors like you are changing that. Your support is helping girls 
receive an education and is enabling men and boys to see beyond traditional roles that limit them.
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HELP FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN
Amadeu (pictured left, with Lina), a member of a local child protection 
committee, learned that she was going to be forced to marry the man. He 
immediately reported the case to the chairman of the committee, who in turn 
reported it to the local community leader. Th e leader and members of the child 
protection committee then met with Lina’s parents and the groom-to-be to 
discuss the matter. Th e leader ruled that Lina was too young to marry, and that 
arrangements for the marriage should be canceled. Lina’s case is now under 
police investigation.

BANGLADESH

A family chooses to return a daughter to school
At the age of 2, Siddik Bagha—now 50 and a father of four—had a serious 
illness that aff ected his ability to walk. He also was born with an underdeveloped 
hand. Finding work was challenging, so he begged on the streets each day.

Siddik married his wife, Bilkis, when she was only 14 years old. Together, 
they had four children. With Siddik’s health issues, Bilkis bore the weight of 
supporting their family by working in a shrimp factory. Th eir eldest son, Saiful 
Islam, dropped out of school at age 15 to help supplement his parents’ income. 
However, he was responsible for bringing his dad to beg each day, so his work 
schedule was restricted.

Bilkis and Siddik’s 14-year-old daughter, Sadia (pictured, left), wanted to stay in 
school, but she dropped out after seventh grade and joined Bilkis at the shrimp 
factory. For an eight-hour shift, typically overnight, she earned roughly 75 cents. 
She would squat for hours in a tiny, cold, windowless room, doing work that left 
her weary and sick.

Th ings changed when World Vision connected with Sadia’s family. Staff  
members encouraged Siddik and Bilkis to withdraw Sadia from her work and 
send her to school. Soon, Sadia enrolled in catch-up education to prepare her for 
school, and reentered school in January 2018 as an eighth grader. World Vision 
gave her a monthly grant of $12.50 over seven months, which allowed her to buy 
school supplies.

To improve the family’s living conditions and replace the loss of income from 
Sadia’s job, World Vision provided Bilkis with fabric and skills training to help 
her start and run her own business. She now earns $25 a month selling fabric. 
Siddik plans to quit begging and begin selling caps and other items.

Sadia’s youngest brother, age 4, attends a child-friendly learning and recreation 
center and is preparing for elementary school. World Vision routinely checks in 
to ensure that family members are making progress toward their goals.

“Before and after school time, I get enough time to sleep and rest at home,” 
says Sadia. “I enjoy my time being at home in preparing my homework, playing 
with my friends, looking after my younger siblings and helping my mother.” She 
dreams of being a nurse and serving communities in need.
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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Motivated by 
our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional 
love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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For tens of thousands of families in 26 countries around the globe, your generous donation has brought hope, 
refl ecting Christ’s love and light when life seemed darkest. 

Girls in Bangladesh and Mozambique are staying in school rather than marrying too young or being forced to 
work to support their families. Children and families in South Sudan have better access to quality healthcare. 
Mothers in Mali and Uganda no longer have to walk for miles to get access to clean water. Parents in Cambodia 
and Haiti can provide abundantly for their children’s needs.

Th ese lights of hope are the result of your compassionate giving. Th ank you for partnering with World Vision to  
make a diff erence in the lives of children around the world.
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YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE

People such as this mother and daughter in India are deeply 
grateful for your generosity.


