
The U.S. Role
The U.S., primarily through USAID, 
has worked for decades to improve 
education around the world, removing 
physical, financial, and social barriers, 
strengthening the management of schools 
and education systems, training teachers, 
and increasing community support.1 

USAID’s most recent education strategy 
prioritizes improving reading skills in 
primary schools, strengthening higher 
education and workforce development 
programs, and expanding access to 
education in regions experiencing crisis 
and conflict.2 
(continued on back)

Achievements
In fiscal years 2012 and 2013, U.S. 
assistance made it possible for:

 » About 21 million kids and adolescents 
to attend school each year. 

 » About 325,000 teachers and 43,000 
administrators to be trained each year. 

In fiscal years 2011, 2012, and 2013, U.S. 
assistance:

 » Provided a total of more than 83 
million textbooks and other learning 
materials. 

 » Funded the construction of more than 
7,000 classrooms.3

The proportion of

children 
out of school
in less-developed countries 

fell dramatically
from 1 in 6 in 1999

to 1 in 10 in 2012
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This means

46 million 
more children 

have the chance to learn today.4
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Why it Matters
 » 121 million children and adolescents 

remain out of school worldwide.5    

 » 250 million children around the world 
– nearly 40% of the world’s children 
of primary school age – are unable 
to read, write or do basic math.6   

 » 171 million people could be lifted 
out of poverty if all students in low-
income countries left primary school 
with basic reading skills.7 

 » Increasing preschool enrollment in 
Sub-Saharan Africa would generate 
an estimated $33 in increased 
wages for every $1 invested.8  

 » It is estimated that the failure to 
educate girls to the same standard 
as boys in 65 less-developed 
countries costs those countries 
$92 billion collectively every year.9  

 » Scholars estimate that if all women 
completed primary education, there 
would be 66% fewer maternal 
deaths.10 

 » A young person in rural Uganda who 
completed basic education was 3 
times less likely to contract HIV.11

The U.S. Role (continued)

USAID and the State Department do 
this work in nearly 60 countries, in 
partnership with governments, NGOs, 
businesses, foundations, universities 
and international organizations.12

Success Story: 
A Reading Revolution  
in Egypt13

After reading assessments in 
2009 showed that half of tested 
Egyptian 2nd grade students lacked the most basic reading 
skills, the U.S. worked with the Egyptian government to help 
schools and teachers utilize data to improve reading instruction.  

The USAID-funded Girls’ Improved Learning Outcomes (GILO) 
project, implemented by RTI International, set out to improve the 
teaching of reading in Arabic in grades 1 and 2 through teacher 
training, instructional materials, and supervision.

Through the project’s Early Grade Reading Program, oral 
reading scores in GILO-supported 2nd grade classrooms 
increased by 91%, compared to 23% in control schools - a 
dramatic improvement in just one year that enabled 2nd grade 
students to read at a 3rd grade level.  

Isobel Coleman of the Council on Foreign Relations visited 
participating schools and wrote: “I have never seen teachers, 
administrators, and parents more excited about a new approach 
to learning, anywhere. Teachers tell me they don’t need to see 
the next set of test results to know that their students are making 
leaps in literacy. Already, they can see that the grade 1 and 2 
students are reading better than those in grades 3 and 4.”14 

As a result of this success, the Egyptian government funded the 
national expansion of the approach to all grade 1-3 students, 
benefitting a total of 4.2 million children.
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 A young girl from Upper 
Egypt learns to read 
through the USAID-funded 
Girls’ Improved Learning 
Outcomes Project.


